MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
10 per cent of the population were normally engaged in
retail sales, the figure in Moscow was at that time not more
than 2^ per cent. In his opinion the economies rendered
possible by central control were so great that they would
ultimately be able to give the same services as in a capitalist
city without employing more than 3 per cent or, at the
maximum, 3^ per cent of the population. He made this
assertion with great confidence; we were, of course, unable
to form any judgment as to its probable accuracy.
Coming now to the social services, we did not seriously
investigate public health and sanitation. We were informed
that the public health department own and control all
hospitals, and many of the clinics and sanatoria. They
employ no less than 40,000 men and women. We have no
reliable information as to the quality or extent of the work,
though there is no doubt that great attention has been paid
to it and some aspects of it are well done. We understand that
there have been no serious epidemics for the last few years.
The Mossoviet makes no charge for any of the health,
services; one interesting example was given to us by a young
Englishman who a few months ago had been given a job in
a government department. On the second day he was taken
seriously ill; he was sent to a hospital for a month, and was
then sent to a rest home for another month. He could not
speak too highly of the admirable treatment he received
throughout the whole of the two months. He was not
allowed to pay for anything.
But the biggest achievement among the social services is
what has been done for children; immense efforts are being
made to give them every opportunity of growing up strong,
healthy and well educated. Schools, kindergartens, creches,
and playgrounds seem to be appearing everywhere. While
in England only elementary education is free to all, in
Moscow the whole system of education from the elementary
school to the university is free and equally open to all. A
great deal has already been achieved, though there is still
such a shortage that it is impossible at the present time to
make the quality of the services as high as might be desired.
But it seems fair to say that they are making a more strenuous
effort to improve their educational system and to make it
equally accessible to every child throughout the U.SJS.R.
than has been made in any other great country.
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